LANDSCAPE ADVISORY BOARD              CITY OF PEMBROKE PINES, FL




  November 1, 2016

The regular meeting of the LANDSCAPE ADVISORY BOARD was called to order by Vice Chairman Hasandras at 6:40 p.m., Tuesday, November 1, 2016, at the Southwest Focal Point Senior Center, 301 NW 103 Avenue, Pembroke Pines, Florida.  Present to-wit:  Vice Chairman Hasandras, Members Cordova, Jones, Umpierre, Marcos; M. Stamm, Director, Planning & Economic Development; William Granda, Liaison; Asst. City Attorney Nerette, and Marie Epstein, Board Secretary. Absent: Chairman Vollovick.
The Secretary declared a quorum present.
MINUTES


Minutes of the September 6, 2016 meeting were approved as presented upon motion by Member Umpierre, seconded by Member Jones.  The October 6th regular meeting had been cancelled due to Hurricane Matthew event.
LIAISON REPORT
· Mr. Granda distributed monthly Board update on permits, inspections, and projects completed/pending for members’ review.  He distributed the 2017 LAB activities calendar and timetables for action on the Arbor Day poster contest, Art Festival, and Pines Day.  Additionally, he provided a map outlining city-owned parcels for Board use in locating sites for recommending development of underutilized public spaces.

· An update on wildflower plantings at Fiorendino Park was presented by Mr. Stamm.  He also advised that landscape improvements have been commenced on the Pines Boulevard and Dykes Road medians.
· Mr. Stamm presented a review of recent economic developments in the City, citing purchase, sale and development of the first three of nine  commercial properties, to be added to the tax rolls.  He also noted upcoming Commission review of site plans for the post office site and the prison site for commercial/residential development.

· Mr. Stamm made a powerpoint presentation on urban forestry, outlining the importance of trees, landscape hazards, common pests and disease, and best management practices.  He noted that this information will also be available on the City’s web pages.

OLD BUSINESS
Vice Chairman Hasandras requested an update on funding for various LAB events and for the initiative for schools to embrace butterfly gardens through the previously discussed “YEA” program, targeting the City’s Charter School East initially.  An update will be presented at the December meeting.

Vice Chairman Hasandras and Umpierre put forth various suggestions for targeting possible locations for urban landscaping of underutilized public spaces.  There was consensus that the Board should pursue this project actively. With respect to this item, Mr. Stamm reported that City Commission is contemplating possible formation of an environmental board/committee, the functions of which have yet to be determined.

NEW BUSINESS
Mr. Stamm stated that Staff invites and appreciates the Board’s input and suggestions on landscape improvements throughout the City, noting that some recommendations are able to be handled by Staff; others requiring further approval by Commission.

ABSENCES


On a motion by Member Umpierre, seconded by Member Jones, to record an excused absence for Member Cordova for the September 2016 meeting, the motion was PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.
GOOD AND WELFARE – None.

ITEMS AT THE REQUEST OF THE PUBLIC  - None.
ADJOURNMENT


The meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m.








Respectfully submitted,








Marie L. Epstein







_________________________








Marie L. Epstein
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