LANDSCAPE ADVISORY BOARD              CITY OF PEMBROKE PINES, FL




   September 6, 2016

The regular meeting of the LANDSCAPE ADVISORY BOARD was called to order by Chairman Vollovick at 6:30 p.m., Tuesday, August 2, 2016, at the Southwest Focal Point Senior Center, 301 NW 103 Avenue, Pembroke Pines, Florida.   Present to-wit:    Chairman Vollovick, Vice Chairman Hasandras, Members Jones, Marcos, Umpierre; William Granda, Liaison; Asst. City Attorney Nerette, and Marie Epstein, Board Secretary. Absent: Member Cordova.  Also present: Israel Monroig, Planning & Zoning Board, and former Commissisoner McCluskey.
The Secretary declared a quorum present.  

MINUTES


Minutes of the August 2, 2016 meeting were approved as presented upon motion by Member Umpierre, seconded by Member Marcos.

LIAISON REPORT

 Mr. Granda distributed monthly Board update on permits, and projects completed/pending for members’ review.  He also distributed 2017 LAB activities calendar and timetables for action on the Arbor Day poster contest, Art Festival, and Pines Day and an informational flyer on the Youth Environmental Alliance (“YEA”) butterfly gardening program.  This program is under the auspices of the UF-IFAS Extension Education Division.
OLD BUSINESS

The Board discussed the next steps toward the initiative for schools to embrace butterfly gardens. There was consensus that the Board go forward with the “YEA” program, targeting the City’s Charter School East for initiating this program.  There was discussion on funding this program.

Members Hasandras and Umpierre put forth various suggestions for targeting possible locations for urban landscapes of public spaces.  Chairman Vollovick suggested inviting the City’s Curator to a future LAB meeting for input on this project.

NEW BUSINESS

Chairman Vollovick requested Members to voice their ability to participate in the LAB’s activities at the annual Art Festival and Pines Day events; there was agreement that members could participate.

A request for funding for LAB projects was discussed.
The Chairman passed the gavel to Vice Chairman Hasandras and moved to request the City Manager to approve $800 in funding for the Board’s participation in 3 events:  “YEA” butterfly gardening program, Art Festival, and Pines Day, for demonstrations and giveaways.  The motion as seconded by Member Umpierre.  The motion was PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.  The Chairman resumed the Chair.

Chairman Vollovick invited Board members to urge residents’ participation in the Natalie Belmonte Great Yards contest. 


The Chairman noted that the Board’s October meeting coincided with the Rosh Hoshanna holiday and suggested that the October meeting be cancelled.  There was Board consensus to hold the meeting.

On a motion by Vice Chairman Hasandras, seconded by Member Jones, to change the October meeting date from 10/4 to10/6/16, the motion was PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.
ABSENCES

Member Cordova’s absence from the September meeting will be addressed at the next meeting.

GOOD AND WELFARE



Member Umpierre spoke of the problems of chemical spraying for the Zika virus and expressed hopes for safe and alternative methods for containment of the virus.


Chairman Vollovick advised that City Staff would appreciate receiving the Board’s suggestions for improvements in City landscaping; one suggestion put forth was uniformity of landscaping throughout the City.  This matter will be addressed at the October meeting.
ITEMS AT THE REQUEST OF THE PUBLIC - None
ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.

Next meeting:  Thursday, October 6, 2016.







 Respectfully submitted,






  Marie L. Epstein









  ____________________







  Marie L. Epstein






  Board Secretary
APPROVED:
11/1/16
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